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I have the great pleasure of hosting two groups, Tibetan 
Terrier Grooming and Health Group and Tibetan Terrier 
Training and Behaviour group on Facebook. Both groups 
provide me with the honour of reading the joys and the 
heartaches that TT people go through in living with our 
wonderful breed. This community has grown significantly, is 
what I have come to know as my TT Family, from all over the world.  

Recently, a member of the Training and Behaviour group had posted asking for advice on 
training her TT puppy to recall. The response from the members was mixed, there were 
multiple new members who shared empathy with her that they too were struggling to rein 
their young TT’s in. There were posts from others sharing their experience of their TT’s as 
being stubborn and too unreliable to be allowed off lead, all very valid from the carer’s 
perspective.  

The post that follows, came about in response to all the posts shared on a member’s post. 
My post read -    

“To everyone who has posted on your post, and to every one of you on this group, struggling to 
train your TT. It is also to every one of you who regards the TT as stubborn. You can agree to 
disagree with me if want, that is your prerogative. 

TT's are incredible at learning, they are incredible at working as a team, if they respect you, 
and trust you, and if you are fair (believe me they recognise it when you are not), they also 
need to know they can trust you to lead them and to protect them. 

They are incredible survivors because that is what they were meant to do. They can and will go 
it alone and make their own decisions if you don't step up (from early in their lives) and work 
with them every day through puppyhood, junior, and adolescent and even into adulthood and 
their senior years. 

TT's love nothing more than to be with their humans and to do things with their humans. If 
you don't commit to doing things with them, they will find ways of getting your attention, ways 
of making you jump too and come check what they are doing, whether it is digging, chewing, 
stealing, guarding, barking and the list goes on. I have seen it all.  

They are not trying to wind you up, or doing it out of resentment, they are trying to engage 
you, to communicate with you. They are telling you they need to do something more. They will 
learn from your response to what they do, which gets the most attention or the greatest 
response from you, and they are then guaranteed to repeat it. 

When your TT isn't doing something, you want them too, check in with yourself first and ask 
this one question. "Have I taught my dog what it is I want them to do?" In the case of this post, 
‘The Recall’. 

Then follow it up with these questions,  

"Have I actually taught my dog what a recall is?" 

"Does my dog understand the recall?" 

It can take months for some dogs to learn the recall, while others get it quickly. 

If you can answer 'Yes', in all honesty to these three questions, then you need to look at, why 
your dog has suddenly decided he/she doesn't want to be with you, respond to you or engage 



with you? And what has happened to your connection with your dog, that it has stopped 
working? 

If the answer is NO! I haven't actually taught it, it is not hard to do and the help is right here 
for you to work on it. 

The Tibetan Terrier needs to see a purpose in what you are asking of them, they need 
repetition and consistency from you in working with them and they need to see that, it is 
beneficial and fun in what you are asking of them, they need to experience something 
rewarding, they need payment for the job you are asking of them. 

Demanding a return to you from your TT, because you told them to and with no payment at 
the end, is unlikely to yield results. 

To be honest this doesn't work for many dogs, except in the Lassie movies, but in truth, even 

Lassie doesn't do it for love or because she's told, she gets paid off set.  

The TT is regarded by many as stubborn, a term I have come to dislike a lot. I have never lived 
with a stubborn TT. 

Stubborn is defined as, “having or showing dogged determination to do what one wants and 
being unwilling to change one’s mind, even in spite of good reasons to do so.” 

In my opinion, TT's are nothing like this. They are not stubborn, they are however independent, 
they were bred to be independent, to be able to go it alone on the mountains, to make their 
own choices, but they also like to be with their humans and they also like some alone time. 

While not every TT will follow this model, it is a good guestimate about the breed, but every 
dog is an individual and what we do or do not do with them can very much determine the dog 
we end up living with. 

We (each of us in this group), have all chosen this breed to live with us, they did not ask us to 
pick them, they weren't forced upon us, so it is our job to do our homework. Understanding the 
breed we have chosen, understanding that they are not just drop dead gorgeous and cute, but 
they have a fine brain between their ears, and they were bred for a purpose. 

It is crucial to understand what a breed was bred for, to get a clue as to the type of dog 
you are going to share your home with. 

Expecting our Tibetan Terriers to conform and to do everything we ask of them without us 
meeting their needs or without stepping up, to understand what matters to 'each one of them' 
is something I just don't think is fair. We owe it to the dog that we have chosen to share our 
homes with, to work with that dog, to educate that dog at the very least for the first 2 to 5 
years of that dogs life if we are to stand a chance of having the dog we had hoped for and if 
that dog is to stand the chance of realising their full potential or becoming the best version of 
theirself. 

Let me share something with you, that I have not shared on this group before. I work with 
many, many TT's in a year in various capacities, (that is no secret), many I work with via zoom 
sessions all over the world, others I meet in workshops, lots in 1-2-1 private sessions and a 
huge number that I am privileged to work with in their homes. To this day, I have yet to meet 
one TT that does not make me smile and does not remind me of the reason I love our breed so 
much, regardless of the problem they are presented to me with. 

Whether I am presented with a dog who is biting, guarding, barking, frightened, chewing itself 
to pieces, wrecking the home, attacking people and dogs outside the home, or attacking people 
in the home, or refusing to have a brush put on them, within a very short time of being in their 
company they show me who they really are. 



Very quickly I get to show the person who their dog really is. The saddest part of all is, that 
unless their person changes what they do and how they live with that dog, they may never get 
to see or live with the best version of their dog. 

There are many, many things that really stand out to me about the TT, when working with 
them, but these two points I want to highlight. 

1. They are not a dog you can pick up w you have time to do something with them and 
expect them to cooperate. 

2. You cannot say, 'I haven't got time to train the pup right now, but I'll have more time 
next week or next month when work eases up.' 

You will pay the price with a TT if this is the best you can offer them. This is not to make you 
feel guilty, this is just something I feel needs pointing out and it is a reality. 

If you are wondering why, you are having a problem with your TT, just look at your whole 
situation, the environment that your dog is living in and what you are bringing to the table for 
your relationship to work. It must be two ways. 

I understand that life is tough, working is essential for many of us, or your health isn't good, or 
your getting older and not as able, or you’re under a lot of pressure from x, y, or z, but your dog 
doesn't understand that. Regardless of what is going on in our world, our dogs have needs that 
need to be met. If we can't meet them then we need to find help or an alternative outlet for our 
dogs needs and there are many options, pm and ask if you are unsure, there is no judgement, 
the help is here. 

When we can't or don't meet the needs of our dogs, cracks will appear in our dog's behaviour, 
it is inevitable. 

If you have a puppy, every day your focus must be on that puppy's needs, they must be your 
priority. Making sure everything they need, takes place, every single day. Food, water, 
exercise, training, play, (ideally play and training should be one unit), affection, 
grooming and socialising. 

Physical AND Mental wellbeing are crucial for your puppy’s development. Go to training 
classes, don't just take a puppy class, and call it a day, stick with it, commit, and don't give up 
because your TT doesn't cooperate on their first few sessions, or because they are 
embarrassing.  

Commit, commit, commit. If you don't get on with the trainer, find another one. Maybe 
standing in a hall is difficult for you, then have a trainer come to your home, once a fortnight if 
you can't do weekly, there are always options. Don’t make excuses for why you can’t make it to 
a class. Very few people train a dog well on their own. Having someone to answer to makes 
sure the job gets done. As it does with any subject matter. 

We owe it to them to give them the best possible chance of being the best version of their breed 
and their selves that they can be. They cannot achieve it on their own, they are 100% reliant 
upon us to understand them and to help them grow. 

Sad Fact - From February to March this year (2024), there have been 4 Young TT's put to 
sleep, euthanised, due to aggression. I have never known this in all my years working with the 
Tibetan Terrier, maybe it's just because of social media that I am more aware, but I don't think 
so. 

It is so dreadfully sad, even heart breaking, and it's no good pointing the finger or looking for 
blame, or asking all the questions, because it's too late for those dogs. Once they are biting, 
there are very few people who can take them in and give refuge to them and sadly their fate is 



often sealed. I worry that this is going to happen more and more if people don't start stepping 
up and doing what is right by their dogs. 

Each of these dogs, I knew their history, I knew lots about them and I knew exactly why things 
ended the way they did. They were not bad dogs, and they were not born aggressive. 

We must train our dogs, sitting on a couch cuddling them or being at home with them all day 
is not enough to keep most TT's contented. I will leave you with this final thought. 

"Just because your dog will lie and sleep 8 or 10 hours of the day, doesn't mean they 
should". 

 


